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MEMBERSHIP IN THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN

February 1999 Vol. 6 No. 2

&~ DI D YOU KNOWt hat t he Most Vener abl e Or der of t he Hospi t al of
S. Johnof Jerusal emi s nati onal | y recogni zed by t he Canadi an
Government, andi s part of t he Canadi an Honour s Systen? |t i s headed by
t he Gover nor General as Prior, andthe Queeni st he Sover ei gn Head.
Menber s who have provi ded val uabl e servicetot he O der of St. Johnare
honour ed by bei ng non nat ed f or adm ssi on or pronoti oninthe O der.

Howdoes soneone becone a menber of the Order? | ndi vi dual s nonmi nat ed f or

adni ssi on or pronotionnmust have perf ormedwort hy servi cefor the O der and
nust support t he Order' s obj ect s and pur poses. Nom nat i ons must be appr oved
by Branch and Provinci al / Territorial Honours and Awar ds Comm t t ees bef or e
bei ngsubmttedtothe G der Cormtteeof Priory.

Wen menbers areinvestedintothe O der, they arepresentedw tha
nedal of the Badge of the O der: theMaltese ross, withitsfour nain
cor ner s enbel | i shed by | i ons and uni cor ns. The si ze and
col our (silver, whiteor gol d) of t henedal i s dependent
onthe Gadeinthe Oder towhichthe nenber has
beeni nvest ed.

The f our Arns of t he Mal t ese Or oss si gni fy prudence,

t enper ance, justiceandfortitude. Theei ght Points
refer tohumlity, conpassi on, courtesy, devoti on,
nercy, purity, peace and endur ance. Upon accept i ng
adm ssi onintothe Gder, nenbers si gnadecl arati on of
al | egi ance, prom si ngtosupport thecharitabl e wor ks of t he O der, and
t o conduct t hensel ves honour abl y.

Wat | evel sareinthe O der? The Serving menber (G adeV) isthefirst

appoi ntrrent. After am nimumrequiredtineinthe Gade, conbi nedw th
ongoi ng support and wor t hy servi ce, a menber nay be pronotedtothe G ade
of Odficer (GadelV), then Conmander (G adelll). The nost hi ghl y dedi cat ed
nenbers, after al nost alifetinmeof estimabl eservicetotheQder, may be
honour ed by pronoti ontothe G ade of Kni ght or Dame (G adell). Knights
and Dames nay choose t o nom nat e a personal Esquire (G adeVl), whois

pr epar edt o perf or mgood servi cefor the Gder ontheir behal f.

Howarethel evel sidentified?Post-noninal |ettersrepresent each G ade, and
appear after t he nenber' s nane. They may be usedt oi ndi cat e anenber’ s
GadeintheQder onlyinconnectionw thS. Johnbusiness, or for publication
of abi ographical nature. It isinportant tounderstandthat adm ssi onor
pronoti ontoany GadeintheQder confersnorank, titleor ot her soci al
precedence. |t sinply provi des an honour for dedi cati onand servi ce. Wy

woul d anyone want nore?

Refer to the March 1996 i ssue of DI D YOU KNOA? for the

post-nom nal | etters of each G adeinthe Oder.
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